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The Study of the Commentary
and Subcommentary of the
Mahayanasamgraha in Ugai
Tetsujou’s Manuscripts Collection
of the Tang Dynasty

Lee, Hsing-Ling”

Abstract

Ugai Tetsujou, as known as a Japanese monk of Pure Land Buddhism,
in his collection, two manuscripts from the Tang dynasty are so-called The
Commentary of the Avatamsakasiitra. However, these two manuscripts actually
combine the Mahayanasamgraha, the Mahayanasamgrahabhasya, and the
Mahayanasamgrahopnibandhana together. Therefore, their titles should be corrected
into The commentary and subcommentary of the mahayanasamgraha (hereafter The
commentary).

The commentary uses the Mahayanasamgraha as a root text, from chapters
6 to 7. Meanwhile, The commentary also quotes both paramartha and Xuanzang’s
translation of Mahayanasamgrahabhdasya, and Xuanzang’s translation of the
Mahayanasamgrahopanibandhana. The main topics in The commentary are related
to ‘ten stages of Boddhisatva’ and ‘the theory of gotra.” Moreover, The commentary
asks if uncontaminated seeds are newly perfumed or originally exist. Then, it
discusses whether seeds and consciousness are equal or different.

* Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Since it is quite rare to find a commentary of the Samgraha School, The
commentary, therefore, has immense philological and philosophical values to the
previous research. This article aims to sort out the possible author and the Mind-only
School’s interpretations of The commentary. Furthermore, the study will figure out
the reason of why The commentary is mistakenly named as The commentary of the

Avatamsakasiitra.

Keywords: The commentary of the Mahdayanasamgrahabhasya,
the commentary of the Buddhavatamsakasiitra, anasrava bija,
Ugai Tetsujou, Fazang
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