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From Quantification to Modality:
The Evolution of Adverb “Dou”

Lin Yi-Chen”

Abstract

This study generally agrees with Zhang’s publication (2005) which states that
the usage of doul was developed to refer to “degree” in the Eastern Han dynasty and
Six dynasties. On the other hand, it also had become dou2 and dou3 gradually after
the Song dynasty. However, this study addresses different opinions from Zhang’s
(2005) regarding the motivations and mechanisms for the evolution of the adverb
dou. Referring to previous researches about the usage of the adverb "dou" in modern
Chinese, this study re-investigates the evolution of the adverb "dou" in history. This
study mainly contributes to explaining the evolution of “the verb which expresses
‘gather’ > doul> the usage of ‘degree’” in a more precise way by exploring the
origin of grammaticalization of doul and analyzing its usages. Furthermore, the
article defines the usage of “degree” as collective quantification, and distinguishing
the usage of “degree” from dou2 and dou3 which expressed modality. Secondly, the
article analyzes the properties (collective or distributive), directions (left or right),
and objects (NP, the object of prepositions, event, predicate) of quantification that
described the change in the usage of doul more specifically. Thirdly, the research
utilizes the theory of conceptual domain, focus and topic to explain the evolution of
doul> dou2> dou3.

Keywords: dou, quantification, modality, degree, adverb

* Postdoctoral Researcher, Research Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences,
Ministry of Science and Technology.
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