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A Textual Analysis of “Bianfu’s
Admonishment” in Zhengwu Furen Gui
Ruzi from Tsinghua Bamboo Slips

Lin, Chin-Yen"

Abstract

“Bianfu’s admonishment” (Bianfu’s guiquan ci), representing slips 11, 12, 13, 9,
14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 in Zhengwu furen gui ruzi from The six” volume of Tsinghua
bamboo slips collection, records the admonishment offered by Bianfu to ministers
and Zheng Zhuanggong.

Referring to the latest research results, the second section of this article aims
to offer a comprehensive textual reinterpretation of “Bianfu’s admonishment.” The
third section, in an attempt to offer new interpretations, deals with problematic
passages and controversial issues. Four main issues are examined in this section: (1)
Interpret the sentence “er san lao chen shi yu kou ye bu tu yu jun” from slips 13 and 9.
(2) Interpret the phrase “xun cang” from slip 14. (3) Interpret the sentence “hu ning
jun shi you chen er wei zhi pi” from slip 15. (4) Interpret the phrase “fu sun” from

slip 16.

Keywords: Tsinghua bamboo slips, Zuozhuan, Zheng Zhuanggong,
Waujiang, Bianfu
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