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A Further Study on the Origins of
the Writing on Lunyu Zhengyi
and the Process of Its Completion:
Focusing on the Manuscripts of
Lunyu by Liu Family

Lu, Jun-Yuan®

Abstract

The compilation manuscript of 59 volumes of Lunyu by Liu Bao-Nan collected
in Shanghai Library and the manuscript of Lunyu zhengyibu by Liu Gong-Mian
collected in Fudan University Library reveal the specific process of Liu family’s
writing of the new edition of annotations on Lunyu, and prove that the narration
of Liu Gong-Mian’s preface is roughly in line with the historical facts. Liu Bao-
Nan’s Lunyu zhengyi was mainly influenced by Ding Yan’s Lunyu kongzhu
zhengwei. It was intended to compile a long draft from 1821 to 1822. By 1848, the
long manuscript was completed and the manuscript of scripture and annotations
of Lunyu were written on July 1st of the lunar calendar. Since 1850, Liu Bao-
Nan was busy with government affairs and asked his son to write notes under his
own guidance. Liu Bao-Nan compiled the manuscript of scripture and annotations
simultaneously. The family cooperation mode lasted until the beginning of 1855.
Therefore, the first seventeen volumes and the last seven volumes of Lunyu zhengyi
were authored separately. The first draft of Lunyu zhengyi was written during 1855-
1856. During the ten years from 1856 to 1865, Liu Gong-Mian revised the first draft
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continuously, and finally completed it in 1865. After 1866, it was published and
printed successively, with articles as units, with changes and publications, and some
research results were added by his teachers and friends. The whole book of Lunyu
zhengyi was completed in the early years of Guangxu of the Qing, and those added
by the teachers and friends were integrated into Lunyu zhengyibu.

Keywords: Lunyu zhengyi, compilation mode, Liu Gong-Mian,
manuscript of scripture and annotations, Lunyu zhengyibu
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