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The Study of “Fa” in Xunzi from the

Perspective of Heaven and Human:

The Contrast Analysis of Huang Lao
Based on Unearthed Literature

Li, Sung-Jyun®

Abstract

“Fa” in Huang-Lao and Xunzi differs in characteristics but share similar
orientations. In short, both focus on how political orders ought to be reconstructed:
the former stresses ruling in accordance with the will of heaven while the latter
emphasizes concrete human experiences and further extends to ethical character
of Fa. Although differing in relation between heaven and human, the two are
interrelated with, if observed closely, philosophical contexts. The constraint of
past research on Huang-Lao and Xunzi lies in its academic limit of comparison of
literature of later generations and lacking further discussion on the original text of
Huang-Lao. Hence, the article begins with an analysis on Shangbo Chujian (Sande)
and Huang Lao boshu, focusing on the discussion of relation of heaven and human
in order to address Xunzi’s Fa, whose differences will also be compared with Huang-

Lao, in order to examines the development of political thoughts in Pre-Qin Era.
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