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The Poetized History amid the
“Present-self” and the “Previous-self”:
On Bushutang shilu by Tui-yuan Qu

Chiu, Yi-Hsuan®

Abstract

Known for collating and annotating the poetry anthologies of Bai Li and Yu-
xi Liu, Tui-yuan Qu (originally named Xuan-ying Qu, 1874-1973) was a poet of
high achievement in the first half of the 20th century, yet received surprisingly
little scholarly attention nowadays. Widely recognized as having the value of
“poetizing history,” his poetry anthology Bushutang shilu was published in multiple
versions and respectively collected in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. However, a
comprehensive and in-depth analysis of Qu’s mastery of poetry has been wanting to
date. Therefore, this study first of all disentangles the complex issue concerning the
different versions of Bushutang shilu, and, by reference to the theory of “poetized
history,” it cogitates on the value and significance of the anthology, along with its
multiple versions, in terms of poetry and history. After the meticulous, systematic
comparison of the differences among the versions published respectively in the
1940s, 1950s and 1960s, this study reveals several pieces of evidence on how the
poet’s perspective of history changed with the revision in phraseology. From the
literature in which the “present-self” and the “previous-self”” coexist with each other,
this study infers that the multiple versions of Bushutang shilu were not simply a
matter of literature collation. Rather, they implied the processes and results of Qu’s
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continued rewriting and revision, which embodied the essence of the theory of
“poetized history.” In sum, the constant clashes between Qu’s “self” and the “world,”
as well as his repeated inscription and self-definition of memory and history
through poetry, have found vivid expression in his appropriation of classical stories,
replacement of metaphors, and emendation to the manuscript.

Keywords: Xuan-ying Qu, Tui-yuan, Bushutang shilu, poetized history,
traditional literature in Republican China
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