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Modern Universities and National Language
Education: A Study Based on Issues
Regarding College Freshmen Chinese
Textbooks in China and Taiwan in the 1940s

Mei, Chia-Ling”

Abstract

Beginning from constructing its concept, “national language” has taken a long
time to become institutionalized in primary and secondary educations of China
and Taiwan respectively. This journey is convoluted. It not only involves constant
adjustments to various perceptions, institutions, styles, and pedagogy, but also
reflects the negotiations of changing values regarding Mandarin Chinese as the
“national language” under a spatial and temporal transition. This study focuses on
several selected Chinese textbooks for college freshmen respectively in China and
Taiwan in the 1940s. Rather than a comprehensive examination, the study aims
to problematize and reevaluate the relations between the establishment of modern
universities and national language education. This article will first revisit the making
of “national language” and its application into college education as a mandatory
curriculum. It then discusses the core issues of the education, such as the proportion
of “modern/ classical” and “spoken/ written” Chinese, formalism in Chinese
language, cultural imagination, and national consciousness. Finally, it moves on to
rethinking the issues concerning “nation” and “language” in the national language
education program.

Keywords: modern universities, national language education, 1940s,
college freshmen Chinese textbooks
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