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The Discourses of Salt and Iron:
The Public Discussion of Law in
the Han Dynasty

Fung Shu-Fun”

Abstract

The Discourses of Salt and Iron is an authentic record of the debate held in the
imperial court of the Western Han Dynasty, between Sang Hong-Yang and over 60
scholars from the whole country. Reflecting the public sphere of the Han, this book is
very important for studying the public sphere of ancient China. Scholars in modern
times lively discuss the Discourses of Salt and Iron on its contents of the Han’s econ-
omy and national monopolization, but they seldom investigate the Confucian scholars
that Sang Hong-Yang debates with. Most of the scholars are affected by their prede-
cessor Dong Zhong-Shu, who has opened the public sphere of the Han Dynasty by
furnishing information and advice about the law. Based on the conventions of public
discussion developed by Dong and the Discourses of Salt and Iron, this article shows

the complete public sphere and the liberty of speech in the Han Dynasty.

Keywords: Han Dynasty, Discourses of Salt and Iron, Dong Zhong-Shu,

public sphere, Confucianism
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