E VNGNS = AN
201249 H 203~256
E2C NI e

Bl GRrk) i 5E

#F £ B

e A

NG St P PRR SR SCRR 3 Wi ~ AT » RS a8 SORK - BB &
Grre) AU o B RS EERRIIBR ~ FaTE% (i) AYLLB R IR
o PR L GErE) BUERMRVEME ~ BRLUEE GHE) BT MG -
f5 5 s R R AT o (Htha e b bR o A% 2 o ACER I HH RE
6] » P o B VR 0 AHSEEE ~ B B THFNA S
TATHER - BEREMRR I > R - [ERWER > AATURR ~ &L - 1<
RF o WOREMER TERT] & BORE U - s GHE) Eahig » AN
HOUR ~ DacaiP e A o HE B R R AR - R A SN
fii= » EYIAHRH

FABEET - &KX~ (GF&) ~ AR RFEAR

KA 101.02.27 HcAd » 101.09.07 % 4 i 38 o
RS ETELT EEFLE TR



The Exam Questions on the
Classic of Poetry in the
Metropolitan Examinations
during the Ming Dynasty

Ho Mei-Chen*

Abstract

With historical analytics and statistics, this study examines records of the
metropolitan examinations and investigates the exam questions on the Classic of
Poetry in the metropolitan examinations during the Ming Dynasty. The first part
shows the relation between the imperial examination and Chinese classics and
analyzes the ratio of the Five Classics to all the materials chosen for the metropolitan
examinations. The second part compares the length and content of the exam
questions on the Classic of Poetry. The poems selected as the questions tend to
contain a topic of wise emperors, good subjects, people with noble characters,
politics, education, or virtues, and the poems that Zhu Xi considers unchaste are
always excluded. Because of its artistic quality, its easiness to memorize, and its
subjects valued by examiners, the Classic of Poetry is in fact the most frequently

chosen among all Chinese classics.

Keywords: the metropolitan examination, Classic of Poetry, eight-legged essays,

imperial examinations in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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