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Xi Z.ao-Chi and the Construction
of the Myth of Zhuge Liang

Wang Wen-Chin”

Abstract

Among the 157 historical works cited in Pei Song-Zhi’s commentary on the
Records of the Three Kingdoms, Eastern Jin historian Xi Zao-Chi’s two historical
works Spring and Autumn Annals of the Han and Jin Dynasties and the Sages in
Xiangyang only rank as the eighth most frequently cited works. This rank is far lower
than that of Yu Huan’s Brief Account of the Wei Dynasty and Brief Account of the
History Records, Wang Chen’s Book of Wei, and Wei Zhao’s Book of Wu.
Nonetheless, the cited frequency does not represent the importance of Xi’s works,
because Xi is heavily praised in the Book of Jin and long remembered as a person
with a dignified personality. He is very different from Wan Chen, who is often
criticized for his behaviors; Yu Huan, whose personality and words are scarcely
mentioned in the history; and Wei Zhao, who has always been outside of the struggles
between Cao Wei and Shu Han in the history of the Three Kingdoms period. Instead
of following the prevailing tendency to praise Cao and repress Liu, Xi strongly praises

Shu Han and stands for virtue and benevolence in his works. His idea becomes the
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precursor of the historical perspective that regards Shu Han as the legitimate regime
of the Three Kingdoms, which greatly influences Zhu Xi’s Outlines of the
Comprehensive Mirror of Aid in Government as well as the narrative angle and key
plots of the Romance of the Three Kingdoms. With the above concerns, the article
describes and analyzes how Xi develops the historical structure that maintains the
legitimacy of Shu Han by constructing the myth of Zhuge Liang, and thus proclaims

Xi’s importance in the studies of the Three Kingdoms history.

Keywords: Pei Song-Zhi’s commentary on the Records of the Three Kingdoms,
Hanjinchungqiu (Spring and Autumn Annals of the Han and Jin Dynasties),

homeland complex, Wolong, legitimacy in the Three Kingdoms period
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