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Border-crossing and Returning:
Two Perspectives toward the
Fiction Themes in Zuanyiji and
Xiauxianru

Lai Sin-Hung”

Astract

Among works of Tang fiction, Li Mei’s Zuanyiji and Liu Xiang’s Xiaoxianglu
are specifically characterized by their political concerns, yet the authors’ attitudes to-
ward life are scarcely investigated. This study presents their concerns for the lives of
themselves and others that are hidden in the themes of their grotesque narratives. The

“boundary-crossing” theme of the Zuanyiji reflects Li’s caring about intellectuals,
his casting off all restraint with imagination, and his life choices through communal
identification. The “returning” theme in the metamorphoses and supernatural plots
of the Xiaoxianglu signifies Liu’s consecutive attempts to discover his real nature.
With this study, a more thorough comprehension of the authorial consciousness a-

mong studies of Tang-dynasty novels is expected.

Keywords: returning, boundary crossing, Zuanyiji, Xiaoxianglu, Tang fiction
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