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A Reconsideration and Study on
Mao Qi-ling’s Preface to
Ji Gui’s Xiaopin Zhiwen

Ho Mei-chen”

Abstract

In a previons article by Professor Huang Qiang, both Mao Qi-
ling’s preface to Xiaopin Zhiwen (written by Ji Gui) and Ye Meng-
zhu’s passage in Yueshibian (written by Ye Meng-zhu) are quoted.
Huang’s commentary and interpretation is discussed, deliberated, and
debated by the present author in this article. Different from Huang’s
judgment, the author argues that “xiaopin”, the literary term in Ji
Gui’s Xiaopin Zhiwen, 1s not the same as it appears in the essays in
the Late-Ming Dynasty (called “wan-ming-xiaopin”), even though both
are expressed with exactly identical Chinese term “xiaopin”. In the

views of the author, “xiaopin” is an alias of “xiaoti”, which is

* Assistant Professor, Tainan Woman’s College of Arts & Technology.
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one among several types of eight-legged essay. Ji Gui’s Xiaopin
Zhiwen 1s a collection of “xiaoti” which discuss the contents of the
Four Books. Contrary to what Professor Huang has suggested, it has
nothing to do with the Journey to the West. Furthermore, since the
ideal goal of eight-legged essays was to expound the meanings of
Confucian classics, what Ye Meng-zhu undertook in his Yueshibian
was to criticize the new style of eight-legged essays that had become

popular during the periods of late Ming and early Qing.

Key words: cight-legged cssay, xiaoti. cssay. Mao Qi-ling, Ji Gui
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