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Some Exegeses on the Texts of the
Chu Bamboo Slips

Pham, Lee —moi”

Abstract

This paper analyzes the “Junzi weili” section in the Shanghai
bowuguan cang zhanguo Chu zhushu (Shanghai Museum’s collection of

>

Chu bamboo strips), the “Zun deyi” section in the Guodian Chu bamboo
slips, and the word “wen” in the Chu bamboo slips. In the “Junzi weili”, 1
find in slips 5 to 8 an important discussion on the criteria of proper appear-
ance, behavior and attitude. Therefore, I choose to discuss ten obscure
words in these slips, including tiao, zuo, nao, fa, xie, yan, ging, Jue, yvao,
and bei. In the “Zun deyi”, the first slip contains an outline of the text.

Focusing on the term “cheng fen lian” in the slip, I offer an exegesis by
referring to a related term, chenglian gaifen, found in the “Huaisha” of
“Jiuzhang” chapters of the Chu Poetry. Finally, I discuss the word “wen”.

The word is prevalent in the Chu bamboo slips of Yangtianhu, Wangshan,
Baoshan, Guodian and the Shanghai Museum. It has become a keyword in
previous studies on the unearthed manuscripts. On the basis of a critical

review of previous studies, I try to propose a new interpretation.

Keywords: Chu bamboo slips. Junzi weili, Zun deyi, wen

#* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan
University.
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