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A New Interpretation of Two Recently
Rejoined Oracle- Bone Inscriptions
of the Yin Ruins

Wu, Jun -de”

Abstract

This article offers a new interpretation of two Yinxu oracle-bone
inscriptions which have been recently rejoined by Lin Hongming: the entry
for 4050 in Xiaotun nandi jiagu (1980) and the entry for 244 in “Xiactun
nandi jiagu buyi” (1995). Together the two entries may be seen as a duplica-
tion of the same scripts recorded in the entry for 32384 in Jiaguwen heji
{1978-1982). In the two entries, the genealogical sequence i1s found to have
extended to the father generations of the royal families; accordingly they
have aroused great attention from scholars. Li Xueqin, for example,
extends Lin’s discussion and argues that the Li-group inscriptions belong to
the First Period (i.e., the period of Wu Ding). In Li’s view, the rejoin of
the two entries provides strong evidence to reaffirm the exact dating of the
Li group. On the basis of the studies of Lin and Li, this article attempts to
restore the contents of the two entries. The main thesis is that the last two
kings in the genealogy actually refer to Fathers Xin and Ding, and that the
Li-group inscriptions belong to the I'ourth Period.

Kcywords: oracle bones. rejoin. periodization

* Assistant professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Taipei
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