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History, Memory, and the Ways
of Learning

Wang, David Der —wei”

Abstract

Through four case studies, this article examines modern Chinese intel-
lectual writers” modus vivendi in mid-twentieth century: He Qifang (1912-
1977}, leading Beijing School modernist poet; Feng Zhi (1895-1993), “the
greatest lyrical poet of modern literature”; Tang Junyi (1909-1978}, one of
the most respectable scholars of Neo-Confucianism; Lin Yutang (1895-
1975), the “master of humor” of China. The article describes how wars and
national catastrophes —from the Second Sino-Japanese War to the Commu-
nist seizure of Mainland China—threw these intellectual writers out of the
courses of their lives and careers, compelling them to rethink the meaning
of the national fate and individual agency, writing as a way of remembering
and re-membering history.

The article observes how these writers” literary and intellectual engage-
ments during this period were closely related to the space of the university.
He Qifang completed his transformation into Maoist propagandist during
his tenure at the Lu Xun Academy of the Artsin Yan’ an; Feng Zhi matured
as a poet-thinker in an existentialist vein while teaching at the Southwest

Associated Universities; Tang Junyi promoted Confucianism in diaspora by
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participating in founding New Asia College in Hong Kong; Lin Yutang
served as President of the Nanyang University, Singapore, in hope of carry-
ing out a self-styled cosmopolitanism.

While there was little overlap among their intellectual and ideological
trajectories, these four figures all resorted to writing, particularly writing
with a lyrical bearing, to inscribe visions of history and knowledge, and
their expectations and challenges when realizing these visions. As such,
they redefined “the Ways of Learning” during a most tumultuous moment

of modern China.
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