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The Historical Origins and the
Development of the Boulomaic Modal
and the Prospective Aspects of the
Word “Fa ( 2% )” in Min Dialects

Tu, Chia-Lun®

Abstract

In this paper, I compare the boulomaic modal and prospective aspects of the
words “be?4” in Southern Min and “puo?4” in Eastern Min and differentiate the
sound correspondences between Min and ancient Chinese. Based on the sound
correspondences, | hypothesize that the Chinese cognate words “be?4” and “puo?4”
should be “fa ( # )” and then prove this hypothesis with the following three
methods. (1) T trace the process of the impending grammaticalization of “fa ( £% )”
in archaic and ancient Chinese books. (2) I analyze the meanings and usages of the
words “be?4”and “puo?4.” I find out two grammatical features of them: (a) “be?4”’and
“puo?4” are used not as the main verbs in sentences but only as boulomaic modal
auxiliary verbs; (b) it is prohibited to place negative words in front of them. (3)
I make a connection between “be?4,” “puo?4” and “fa ( & )” by referring to
the grammaticalization of “jiang ( #& )” in archaic Chinese and cross-language
researches of the future tense.

Keywords: Min dialect, fa ( %% ), boulomaic modal aspect, prospective aspect,
grammaticalization
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