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The Development of the Writings on
General History of Chinese Philosophy:
Viewing from the Perspective of
China-Japan Communication

Chen, Wei-Jin"

Abstract

With this article, I explore the development of the general history books of
Chinese philosophy in Japan before 1916 and in Chinese academia after 1916.
First, from the perspective of Japanese Oriental studies, I introduce these writings
from their appearance in Japan to 1916. Second, I observe China’s access through
Japan to the concepts of “Chinese philosophy” and “Chinese philosophy history.”
I then analyze and evaluate the features of the important works written by Hsieh
Wu-Liang, Hu Shih, Feng You-Lan, and Lao Sze-Kwang. Third, I contemplate on
writing directions of general history of Chinese philosophy in the future. I point
out that writers can attach importance to dynastic or thematic results of Chinese
thought research. They can cooperate with the researchers and engage in cross-
culture dialogue with other philosophers so as to keep the subjectivity of Chinese
philosophy and create contemporary meanings.
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