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The Collection in Tianyi Pavilion
Museum - Wang Ruoxu's Shangshu Yi
Cui and The Imperial Examination in

the Ming Dynasty

Hsu, Hua-Feng”

Abstract

Among the few existing Shangshu study documents handed down from the Jin
dynasty, Wang Ruoxu's Shangshu yi cui is considered one of the best-researched
results. The current research is mainly supplemented by Zhang Jinwu’s edited
edition from the Qing dynasty. Tianyi Pavilion Museum keeps a remnant edition of
Shangshu yi cui from the Ming dynasty, yet it has not received much attention. There
are twenty-nine articles in this book, based on the pseudo Confucius biography and
Shangshu Zhengyi, and its content is related to the “jingyi” work of the imperial
examination. Based on this edition, this article analyzes the content and compares
it with Zhang Jinwu's edited edition. The Tianyi Pavilion collection is what Ming
people called Wang Ruoxu's Shangshu yi cui. From these twenty-nine articles, we
can get a glimpse of the general form of the scriptures in the Jin dynasty. Judging
from the development of the contemporary imperial examination scripture, this
article explained why Shangshu yi cui became an influential reference book for the

imperial examinations in the Ming dynasty.

Keywords: Tianyi Pavilion, Shangshu yi cui, Wang Ruoxu, Zhang Jinwu, jingyi
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