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A Study on the Manuscript of Duan
Yucai's Guwenshangshuzhuanyi: On
the Ideological Origin of the Theory of
"Three Divisions of Handu"

Lu, Jun-Yuan®

Abstract

The transcripts of Duan Yucai's Guwenshangshuzhuanyi collected by the
Shanghai Library are transcripts of Duan’s original manuscript. The notes by Qian
Daxin and Zang Yong in this book reflect different views on Duan's "separation of
guwen and jinwen." Qian Daxin, based on the thinking of spreading multiple texts,
believed that the viewpoint held in ZAuanyi that the texts cited in Shiji, Hanshu, and
the official documents in the Han dynasty from Shangshu all belong to the jinwen
text was too absolute. Qian Daxin put forward suggestions for further revision.
Zang Yong's notes mostly echo and supplement Duan’s book. In his revision, Duan
limited the demarcation between guwen and jinwen to the level of words and did not
discuss the theory, which was in response to Qian's opinion. Comparing the relevant
literature of Shuowen jiezi du and Zhuanyi, we can see that Duan's internal factors of
analysis on the text of Shangshu stem from the work of distinguishing annotations
to Shangshu and analyzing its textual properties in Du. The external factors are
from Qian's inspiration for Duan in 1781 and from the dissatisfaction with the
newly completed Wang Mingsheng's Shangshu hou an in 1782. Duan's method

of distinguishing between guwen and jinwen originated from Du and matured in
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Zhuanyi, and finally he created the theory of "three divisions of handu." The dualistic
logic of this theory is based on Duan's thinking on classical textology. The impact
of the logic has led Weng Fanggang, Chen Shouqji, and other scholars to accept and
adjust Duan's theory.

Keywords: Guwenshangshuzhuanyi, manuscript, Qian Daxin,
distinguish between guwen and jinwen, handu
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