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Moves and Military: An Interpretation
of Long Ying’s Gardening Writing

Ho, Yi-Hsuan”

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the in-depth meanings of Long
Ying’s (1560-1622) garden writing through two works: “Xi yuan liu ji” and “Meng
shih.” As a literati of the Ming dynasty, his political career was not all plain sailing.
Long got some leisure time to immerse in the construction of the garden. In his
hometown of Wuling and neighboring Taoyuan county, he built three private
gardens, namely Sheng guo yuan, Yin yuan, and Lun yu. In addition, he spared no
effort to build a public garden in Sining where he worked in just a few months. The
garden was not only a space for living and sleeping, but also a place to settle his
exhausted soul. Each garden reflects Long Ying's different life experiences. Sheng
guo yuan preserved the memories of his life with his family. Yin yuan and Lun yu
represented his Buddhist and Taoist beliefs respectively. As for the public garden
in Sining, it showed his solicitude for politics and the people. This article hopes to
provide multiple perspectives for garden literature in the Ming through the study of
Long Ying's case.

Keywords: Long Ying, garden writing, “Xi yuan liu ji,” “Meng shih

* Ph.D Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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