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A Study on the Acceptance of Weishi’s
Commentaries on the Book of Rites
in the Research of the Book of Rites
of the Qing Dynasty

Huang, Yu-Hsuan®

Abstract

This article aims to discuss how official and private works in the Qing dynasty
accepted Weishi’s Commentaries on the Book of Rites in terms of investigating how
Qing scholars mentioned or cited Weishi’s work. This article first sketches how
Wei’s Commentaries was circulated, examines positive and negative feedback on
Weishi by the Qing scholarsdynasty, finvestigates the relationship between Wei’s
Commentaries and Emperor Qianlong’s Version of Commentaries on the Book of
Rites, and finally analyzes the importance of Wei’s Commentaries on the Book of
Rites study in the Qing academic circle. It is found that, in their 147 works, 114 Qing
scholars cited 355 entries from Weishi’s book. At the beginning of the Qing, Wei’s
Commentaries was not widely circulated, and the opinions about it were sepatated
from other’s. Not until the release of Tongzhitang Jingjie and Emperor Qianlong’s
Version was the academic status of Wei’s Commentaries established. The fifty-eighth
year of the Qianlong period (1793) was a watershed, when the imperial examination
was reformed and the Five Classics were all covered. From Wei’s book, Emperor
Qianlongs Version was cited not only by the Song scholars in Ritual studies, but
also by Wei’s compilation of Zheng’s Zhu and Kong’s Shu. Commentaries on the
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Book of Rites captures the gist of Wei’s book, and this is what Sikuquanshuzongmu
means by commenting that Wei’s book was indeed widely cited. What Qing scholars
cited from Commentaries on the Book of Rites was mostly was used to correct the
scripture and supplement evidence for notes, and to expand interpretations. Up to
108 entries were cited from classical studies in the Song dynasty. This reflects that
the Song academia accepted the development of thetitual studies in the Qing because

Wei’s Commentaries provided interpretations.

Keywords: Weishi, Commentaries on the Book of Rites, Qing dynasty,
Emperor Qianlong’s Version of Commentaries on the Book of Rites,
acceptance
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