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Smell and Sight in the Literature of
the Maoist Period—The Law of the
Senses in Socialist Aesthetics

Song, Shang-Shi”

Abstract

This article takes the path of embodied experience into the literature of the
Maoist period and explores the meaning of “senses” in revolutionary culture and
socialist aesthetics. It discusses how human senses became “socialist senses” and
how olfactory and vison were transformed.

The literature during the Maoist period had its own distinctive olfactory
characteristics. Aroma was regarded dangerous; it represented systematic political
filth that swept across ideologies, which should be alert to and overcome. In contrast,
odor turned to be a non-existent smell in the texts, and a new ideological hygiene
arose at the historic moment.

Vision is also an effective path to detect the law of socialist senses. For
example, the balance between the emission and reception of the character's sight
on the scale of values directly determined the success of the narrative text. If the
psychological point of view and the ideological point of view are the same, both the
viewer and the viewed are given political-moral reassurance; narrative will be self-
consistent. However, if the viewer and the viewed are unequal in terms of value
judgment, the narrative will violate the principles of visual interaction and produce a
sense of dissonance.

Through textual analysis, the purpose of exploring the sensory rules of the
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literature is to explore the way of “human beings” existed in that period, and how the

writer's narratives were balanced within the scale of “socialist aesthetics.”

Keywords: Maoist period, sensory turn, space, vison, olfactory
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