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A New Interpretation of the Oracle
Bone Inscription Character 2

Lin, Horng-Jia"

Abstract

The origin of the character 2 has been widely addressed in textual researches
but its usages and implications have received little scholarly attention. The situation
is changed by the publication of The Oracle Bones Unearthed from the Yin Ruins
at the Eastern Site of Huayuanzhuang. This book offers scholars greater access to
inscription characters including 2% and demonstrates clearer relationships among
them. Accordingly, it is confirmed by researchers that 2% bears the meaning “to
present someone with something.” Based on this finding, this study argues that the
character 2§ carries a meaning of “whetstone” because it has a structure where a

dagger-axe on the right points to the whetstone on the left.

Keywords: oracle bone, 2 , meaning in coinage, whetstone, to present
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