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On the Character “Xi” and
Its Related Forms

Chang, Yu-Wei"

Abstract

This article seeks to explain the reasons why the character “xi” (continue)
simultaneously shared the rhyme of “qi” (the phonetic part of “shi,” meaning wet)
and that of “yuan” (the phonetic part of “lian”), so as to clarify that the original
form of “xi” sharing the rhyme of “qi” contained a horizontal line cutting across it,
denoting tailoring and continuation, which was exemplified in oracle bone scripts.
Later, however, the horizontal line disappeared from its form, hence confusion
with its counterpart sharing the rhyme of “yuan.” To make itself distinguishable,
the character “xi” sharing the rhyme of “qi” must be used in tandem with different
components. Examples were scattered from bronze inscriptions to Chu Slips.
Besides, this article argues that the example of “zhuixi” in the bronze inscriptions
of Western Zhou dynasty is not so much a single term as two independent words in
terms of linguistic structure and logic.

In Qin script, the component “ri” was added atop the character “xi,” rendering
it confused with the character “xian” (obvious) sharing the thyme of “yuan,” giving
“xian” the rthyme of “qi” (pronounced as “xi”), and even causing confusion with
the character “lei” in writing. This article further holds that the character of “ye”
(brightness) in Shuowen Jiezi (Explaining Graphs and Analyzing Characters) derives
its form from “xi” sharing the rhyme of “qi.”

Keywords: xi (continue), shi (wet), shi (wet), xian (obvious), ye (brightness)
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