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New Interpretation of Confucius’
Rectification of Names

Ting, Liang”

Abstract

This article aims to interpret the meanings of Confucius’ idea of “rectification of
names” from the perspectives of signs, cognition, body, self, and society in modern
academic studies.

Based on the text of Confucius and its historical context, this interpretation
addresses the issues of politics that Confucius was intended to resolve during a time
when the Zhou dynasty’s system of rites was breaking down.

Politics may cause a being to lose subjectivity, so one’s self is objectified and
fails to function properly when alienation happens. Hence all kinds of disasters arise.

This is why one must pursue the state of humanity by cultivating oneself with virtue.

Keywords: Confucius, rectification of names, signs, cognition, body
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