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The Comparison of the Illustrations
of Zhu Xi’s Jia-li and Its Related
Questions: Three Decisive Versions
of Jia-li from the Thirteen to the
Fourteen™ Century

Chuang, Min-Ching”

Abstract

As an important work in Confucian ritual, the illustrations of Zhu Xi’s Jia-
/i (Family Rituals) has been used as an authoritative evidence on research. Some
scholars had proved that not all of the illustrations of Jia-/i correspond to its text.
Based on these results, this article investigates three decisive versions of Jia-li
from the thirteenth to the fourteenth century. We not only reveal different details
of inconsistency between illustrations and texts, but also try to explain causes, the
developments of the illustrations, and different theories behind these illustrations.
Through exploring seven sets of illustrations, including jia-miao (ancestral shrine),
shen-yi (long dress), kuan-hun-li (capping and wedding), xiao-lian-da-lian (dressing
body in clean funeral dress and transferring the body of deceased into the coffin),
sang-fu (mourning garment), san-fu-ba-mu (three kinds of fathers and eight kinds of
mothers), chi-shi-mu-zhu (length measurement and spirit tablet), the development
of the illustrations of Zhu Xi’s Jia-li can be divided into two sections. The former is
nearly related with Zhu Xi’s disciples, and the inconsistency between illustrations
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and texts usually had reasons academically. The latter is nearly related with popular
encyclopedias for daily use, and the inconsistency between illustrations and texts
usually came with no reasons. In addition to the texts of Jia-li, those illustrations
also reflected Zhu Xi’s ideas in later years, Sanli (Rites of Zhou, Etiquette and
Ceremonial, and Book of Rites), and theories by other Confucian scholars. Also,
some of them are simply unreasonable faults. Researchers should use these
illustrations cautiously.

Keywords: Jia-li, illustrations of ritual, Zhu Xi, Yang Fu, Si-li
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