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The Bonding of Hau Ruhua and
Hong Kong Literature: Further
Discuss How Hong Kong Literature
Resists the Oblivion

Yip, Cheuk-Wai"

Abstract

As a neglected literati among the discourses of modern Chinese literature, Hau
Ruhua is simply considered a follower of Li Jinfa and one of the young modernist
poets. Reviewing the poetry world in Hong Kong in the 1930s, many Hong Kong
scholars unveil the activity of Hau Ruhua and manage to promote him to a higher
position in the literary world, despite his reputation as a Hong Kong writer is being
jeopardized afterward. There are two major focuses of this article: 1) the impact that,
starting from poetry magazines, such as Red Bean, the Hong Kong literary world
made on the changes of poetry style of Hau Ruhua and the process of determining
Hau Ruhua as an important member of modernist poets; 2) the sophistication of
the subjectivity of Hong Kong literature led by the response to the doubt about
Hau Ruhua’s identity. I suggest that the enthusiasm of Hong Kong scholars for the
Hau Ruhua study project indicates the anxiety of the Hong Kong literature being
neglected. Various discursive strategies are applied in order to resist the oblivion.
Although many scholars focus on whether Hau Ruhua is an unignorable writer, the
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major concern of them actually is whether the subjectivity and the meaning of Hong

Kong literature are being neglected.

Keywords: Hau Ruhua, Hong Kong literature, modernist, resist oblivion,
Red Bean
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