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On the Grammaticalization of Yun
=z : A Formation of Discourse
Marker in Classical Chinese

Kuo, Wei-Ju*

Abstract

This paper argues that the Classical Chinese sentence-final yun z= is not a mere
utterance particle as has been discussed. My study shows that the sentence-final yun =
in fact serves to indicate the finality of discourse units and that yun zx as a discourse
marker is arguably descended from its full verb form meaning “to say.” In its course of
grammaticalization, yun = first develops into a quotative verb, then a quotative marker,
and finally a discourse marker. At first, both of yun’s Z semantic features [+to say]
and [+demonstrative] remain intact, but at the end of its grammaticalization path, yun
7= loses [+to say] and is only left with [+demonstrative]. This not only forms yun’s =
new core meaning “this” but also renders yun I finality as a discourse marker. The
usage of yun 7 as fully fledged discourse marker can be witnessed in texts in the Han
dynasty, especially in The Classic of Poetry and The Book of Han. It can be said that
the use of the discourse marker yun zx characterizes the historical narrative genre, for
the meaning and the function of yun Zx as predicative pronominal accord well with the

narrative nature of historical records.

Keywords: yun z5 , verbum dicendi, discourse marker, demonstrative,
grammaticalization
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HEE B ()
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e (B (7))
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< ik ()

B TR BRI - BREANAI B - ERoNT - SRR DU
FEF - PENRERE - o BB FUELES FERRCHIREE: - B
THERR > TR RS SEECHYAAIGERRGA - 1B XSS A LAY
PR M 2 B3 o (Brinton & Traugott 2005:136-140 )

AR T iEEFRESE > mEEREETILEL - "o AR
WAEFEZRENE [+ 50 1/ [+ F57R | FEAREIRY A A BB R R G HE 1 Ay (L -
BT EERSR TH e g2t "o WERBERAE T ) BRI
M55 5 — ERTEAFEECRC Y SUR B RIEEE AR - B "= BERFEEE
SOE—AL  EEOHRE  ELL TAIL B IR E R R — EEhnas
G l%E o UASEER "oy Fon TERER ) BT, o ZAmRERAE AR

" HYE WS RDERERE SR ARG R » A SRR A ST T
TERER ) BULR T B ROVKREERMK - Jh BT IERRAEBMESL T =
HACEIARVEREEMEE (URHE - P A2 R BSOS - piE B RO EE =
B (5g) ~ CEE) BEHENEE > AT26™ME "=, 09 T, #hiUE
B SITIERRR DL T VRPN EAM EERE SR - P HIRSRIER T =
MEEFRIEE B S TS ) IR BT ANT - BRI RaB R (E
HE IS -

(RERH : SHHZ)
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(FEpEHhZRELTTRE) - JUaT : SCYIHIRREL - 1990 4
JeeBLEE > T T (BhsEaEE) - bt P EEER - 1998 F 6 H -
*F - HEE - (BRIGE) - Jba - PERSEIEEE > 1983 F9 H -

_ N SN A
Z NI AR E

*J7 M (JEREEE TER L 0UERA b—RSERFAFRE L) > (F
BT E ) 51 dbA - B EIERE 0 2006 £ 9 H > H 107-
121 -
JEFEES REEES AT T B ORERE R &R A48, http:/app.bleu.edu.c/
yys/6_beijing/6_beijing chaxun.asp > @ HEH : 201747 H 15 H -
x4 I (EERBHEFEERG— LEE T o AERAR) o (F
BHEESC) 5538 (2007 F£5 H) 0 H 231-236 ¢
soORHErE - QESE IR ) BVERREEREE ) o (PEEESD) B4
(200347 H) » H 329-342
*MREER - S (BRI asei i EREL) o (FEEED
281 (2007 %3 H) - H151-159 -
AR ¢ (L ZREEl SRR RS EE ) 0 K BRI LIRS B
foiE « PugE e B R > 2014 525 F -
Ak (IR bR UEESRRR) - I SFHE MR 0 2005 F4 H -
A B O (EREE) Mad) o BV EREEL 0 19871 H -
sHE4R 0 CortalEpEESRESE (—) ) 29 2FBasdedn
1996 4.6 H
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HHEG - (ZEBEEENSEE (U) ) » 2/ Z2EBUbE > 2004
FIH -
g B (EEEREENE) 2L ZREFF 201544 H -
®pRZEAE T (PEEIRGENSEEERC T3, - T8, ) > (PEREE) F4
HA (2007 4£7 H) > H 343-356 -
sRALE - (BFBEFEEENME) - T FAEFSCREMRM - 1972 F
10 A -
sRAE - R ( (FFK) SiEsE THy TE) TR BEHZENRED
RE R HPSEE S LtEwtse ) » (GESCHZE) 2017 FFE 3 81 - H 11-
21 )
Bialk « (HUERERER) o b REEF 0 1981 4F2 H -
* IR (TRRERERYIEREEINE ) - (RIEEE L) 55487 (20048 H) »H2-6
Bz« (EEEe) 0 BF R EEHAREL > 2006 £ 12 H -
®Bl—2 0 (dEmEEEy T O(BR) ¢ e g 8, mE) 0 (BEEwE) B
== > JE5T - RETSEIEEE 0 2006 4E 6 H » H 337-339 ¢
*BIPHE ¢ OEBEN—ENEEBETE—E "HE, B TE ) R
(B (HREIRESC) BIF 50 T2 iramsC e ) - J0aT  pffsElEeE -
2004 7E 12 H > H 110-119 -
2 M (EEEEEWOT) o b LR AR 0 2004 12 H -
FIEX - HEIE - REF - GRADEEFEEDS A NETRHRZE) - (PERE
) BB3HA (1995 45 H > H 161-169 -
deisE o (EEREEEAR) o DERUVE ¢ BRI ARMARML > 199241 H -
* PSR ¢ COEFESE TER ) HEEANVESS ) o RO ise R R EE A U E R
BRI | Gikamol 0 2012 4F -
SEIET - ( (FEERART) sEEERERC TRTRA, TERE, ) o (BHE) F8
i (20124F 11 H) » EH27-29
ppllE o (CHOEREER M) - Sk SEMRARERGE > 1984 F£3 H -
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