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Enlightenment and Its Transformation:
the Acceptance of “Drama” in
Modern China

Gao, Zi-Wen”"

Abstract

“Zhengju” is one of the important concepts in theatre research, but its
definition is full of ambiguity in Chinese academic circle. Through the research of
its etymology, this article finds that “Zhengju,” as one of the genres of drama, was
not a concept existing by 1949. It was the product of Soviet experts coming to China
to guide the practice of Chinese theatre after the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. Sun Weishi first used the Chinese word “Zhengju” to translate the Russian
term “nmpama,” and through the “director cadre training class” hold by the Central
Academy of Drama, the concept soon was spread to the public. However, at that
time, the term specifically referred to socialist realistic works for workers, peasants
and soldiers. Drama theorist Chen Shouzhu traced the concept of “Zhengju” back to
Diderot (1713-1784) by providing more understanding for the concept.

The acceptance and development of the concept of “Zhengju” in modern
and contemporary China is with rich cultural connotation. According to the
history of Chinese modern theatre, “Xinju” which pursued enlightenment was the
inheritance of Denis Diderot’s concept of “drame,” while "zhengju," impacted by the
transformation of "enlightenment," is the product of Marxism. They have similarities
and differences in stylistic forms, aesthetic principles and ideological values.
Keywords: Zhengju, drama, Xinju, enlightenment
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