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Two Interpretive Approaches to the
Term “Li-Jiang” in “Canon of Yao,”
The Classic of Documents: A Discussion
about the Two Explanations of the Fake
Confucius’s Commentary and Zhu-Zi

. k
Ho, Wei-Hsuan

Abstract

The marriage between Shun and Yao’s two daughters is a famous story written
in the “Canon of Yao,” The Classic of Documents. People usually interpret it as a test
Yao uses to observe Shun’s capability to administer the country in view of its close
connection to his domestic management ability. As for the term /i-jiang, there are
two different kinds of interpretations. The first one, proposed in the fake Confucius’s
Commentary, advocates that it should be interpreted as “Yao’s two daughters are
reformed by Shun’s splendid morality.” In contrast, Zhu-Zi does not associate this
term with Shun’s morality but claims that it is just a description of Yao’s preparation
for her daughters’ wedding. It emphasizes and amplifies the emperor’s efforts to
restrain her daughters’ behaviors in their marriages. This reflects how the emperors
in the Tang and the Song dynasties support Confucian marriage concepts with actual

actions.

Keywords: The Classic of Documents, “Canon of Yao,” li-jiang, Zhu-Zi, princess
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