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On Wang Guo-Wei’s Early Studies
of Ci: The Value of Toyo Bunko’s
Collection of the Ci Works
Transcribed and Collated by Wang

She, Yun-Chun®

Abstract

The collating time and data collection methods of Toyo Bunko’s collection of
the ci works transcribed and collated by Wang Guo-Wei can be verified with related
postscripts and correspondence. Based on this, this paper seeks to establish three
main arguments. First, Wu Chang-Shou was the key figure that urged Wang to collate
ci works between 1908 and 1911. No sooner did Wang arrive in Beijing with Luo
Zhen-Yu in 1907 than he embarked on collecting and collating ancient transcribed
literary works in collaboration with his predecessors such as Wu Chang-Shou, Dong
Kang, and Miao Quan-Sun. During that period, they held literary gatherings from
time to time and Wu often provided Wang with rare books for collation. A majority
of c¢i works collected by Toyo Bunko were transcribed and collated by Wang in
this period. Secondly, the corpus of ci works collected by the Toyo Bunko can be
roughly categorized into transcripts and collated rare books. The transcripts were
mainly completed in 1908. The collation was done by comparing the Sixty Famous
Writers” Ci Works by Mao Jin in the Song dynasty and the materials Wu gave Wang
to collate. Thirdly, the fifty-nine letters Wu wrote to Wang revealed that Wu always
came to Wang’s assistance when Wang drafted the records of ci, took part in the
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publication of The Morning-Wind Pavilion Series, collated rare books with the
Sixty Famous Writers’ Ci Works, and used The Complete Dictionary of All Plants to
transcribe, supplement, and collate the Song dynasty version of the Ci Works Beside
Liguor. After Wang went to Kyoto, Japan in 1911, he began another research interest.
Wang’s results of ci work collation before the establishment of the Republic of China
are shown in Wu’s letters to Wang and the postscripts to the ci works collected by
Toyo Bunko.

Keywords: Wang Guo-Wei, Wu Chang-Shou, Toyo Bunko,
The Morning-Wind Pavilion Series
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