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The Practice of Guan School in the Late
Ming Dynasty: Taking Feng Shaoxu as
the Focus for Discussion

Hou, Chieh-Chih®

Abstract

Based on the pluralistic propositions in Feng Shaoxu’s works, this article
conducts research on Guan School’s new types of justification for the integration and
diversification of pluralistic thinking in the context of ideological history in the late
Ming dynasty. The author provides an in-depth and comprehensive discussion on
Feng Shaoxu’s theory and examines how he extended the debates of good and evil to
the proposition of the differences between Confucianism and Buddhism. In addition
to discriminating the disadvantages of “no good” from “no evil” based on the
geological and cultural background in Guanzhong area, the article analyzes Feng’s
ideas regarding thoughts and righteousness in Guan School.

The main reason for adopting Feng’s as the analytical case is that Guan School
was one of the trendsetters in the late Ming dynasty. Most of related research
focuses on the “reconciliation between Zhu and Wang” or “Guan School becoming
a school of the Mind.” Few geological and cultural characteristics of Guan School
are mentioned. Such imbalance, however, neither corresponds to Feng’s Hengchu’s
heritage nor explains why he turned to the base of Zhongyong (Doctrine of the
Mean), reflecting on the rationality of “no good and no evil” in terms of Wang
School’s theoretical system from the perspective of Luo School.

This article brings out a new understanding to the ideological and cultural

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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aspects of Guan School in the late Ming dynasty, and explains how Feng borrowed
from the theories of Guan, Luo, Zhu, Wang, and Zhan. Feng thus built a new
theoretical framework in a systematic thinking through the major argument of “reason
as objectives.” The practices of Guan School not only maintained part of ideology
and culture in Guanzhong area since Hengchu but also actively opened a new course

in response to the contemporary study.

Keywords: Guan School, School of Mind, ontology, not-yet-manifest,
Feng Shaoxu, reason as objectives
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