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Li Guidun and Cai Chen’s
Interpretations of the Sage in Shangshu

. . %k
Tsau, Me1-Hsiou

Abstract

Based on Shujing yanyi and Shu jizhuan, 1 compare Li Guidun’s and Cai Chen’s
interpretations of the three sages, Yao, Shun and Yu, for comparative research on
Chinese-Vietnamese study of Shangshu. Li Guidun’s academic progress indicates
that Shujing yanyi is a work written during Li’s maturity stage of writing career,
and it also is an example of advanced Vietnamese scholarship based on Shu jizhuan.
The comparative criterion is the framework of Cai’s Shu jizhuan: ti vs. yong,
fundamental vs. incidental, and inside vs. outside. There are three comparative
topics: Yaodian “qingming wensi anan,” the enlightenment and penalty of the sages,
and sixteen-word xinchuan. According to the analysis of these three topics, one of
the features in Li Guidun’s classical study is that he accepted the tradition of Zhu
Studies, distinguished ti from yong, and took ti as the basis, but deviated from Zhu’s
in his inclination to pragmatism. That is also a feature of Vietnamese classical study.
The future research is needed to distinguish further characteristics of Vietnamese
traditional scholarship.
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