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The Politics and Literary Movements of the
Beijing Literary Scene During the Occupation:
Starting from Ando Kosei's Letters to Zhou

Zuoren

Guo, Gang *
Abstract

During the period of Japanese occupation in Beijing, the literary scene was marked
by the proliferation of various factions, groups, and associations. The competition for
cultural leadership and the accompanying literary movements formed the central thread
of literary history during this era. Initially, Taiwanese literati, supported by the Japanese
Reporting Department, attempted to assert dominance over the literary field. However,
they were soon replaced by writers affiliated with the Political Affairs Commission
system, represented by Zhang Shengtie. This transition was notably reflected in the
transfer of editorial control of the prominent literary monthly Chinese literature.

Following the normalization of diplomatic relations among China, Japan, and

* Associate Professor, The School of Chinese Culture and Communication, Beijing International
Studies University.
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Manchukuo, the recently established North China Literary Association underwent
reorganization owing to its loosely structured nature, thereby creating an opportunity for
the incorporation of Manchurian literary experience. Kameda Ryoichi, the Japanese
director of The Military Virtue News, facilitated the introduction of a cohort of young
Manchurian writers led by Liu Longguang. He subsequently established the North China
Writers Association, which was restructured in accordance with the wartime system. This
development exacerbated the pre-existing tensions between the emerging young
generation of writers and the established literary figures centered around Zhou Zuoren.
These tensions were most clearly manifested in the institutional conflict between the
North China Writers Association and the Chinese Culture Revitalization Association.

Following the First Greater East Asia Literary Conference in 1942, the Chinese
Culture Revitalization Association, along with its core organization, the Yiwenshe (Art
and Literature Society), aggravated the existing tensions, rendering the conflict between
competing literary factions increasingly public and acute. This escalation was closely tied
to their efforts to establish a so-called national literary organization. The events commonly
referred to as the “Art and Literature Magazine Incident” and the “Zhou-Shen
Antagonism” have generally been acknowledged by scholars as struggles over personnel
disputes and editorial control. However, when examined within the broader context of the
literary field in North China and further extended to include the dynamics of occupied
territories in both northern and southern China, it becomes clear that these episodes
fundamentally reflected a deeper structural conflict namely, the confrontation between the
North China Writers Association, composed primarily of younger and Manchurian-
affiliated writers, and the so-called "veteran writers" represented by Zhou Zuoren and
Taiwanese literati.

The complexity here also lies in the manipulation of the literary fields in both
northern and the southern China by so-called cultural envoys, such as Hayashi Fumio and
Kobayashi Hideo of the Japanese Literary Patriotic Association, as well as Ando Kosei

from the Xinmin Bookstore. On the surface, the result of these conflicts appeared to favor
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the "veteran writers" such as Zhou Zuoren, who continued to dominate the literary scene,
while the newly emerging writers lost their publishing platforms and were dispersed. In
reality, however, the situation resulted in a lose-lose outcome for both sides.

It should be noted that behind these struggles and conflicts lay deeper differences in
cultural concepts and literary ideas. The conflict reflected a fundamental opposition
between two literary paradigms: on the one hand, the approach grounded in the concept
of miscellaneous studies (zaxue) as championed by Zhou Zuoren; on the other hand, the
ideal of pure literary creation espoused by the newly emerging writers. In the context of
occupation, the former came to represent a form of cultural retreat or seclusionism, while
the latter represented a progressive spirit of the times. This ultimately became a struggle
between two routes in the literary world of North China.

Keywords: North China writers’ association, the Chinese culture revitalization
association, art and literature society, Zhou Zuoren
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