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Chambers of Profound Seclusion:

The “Boudoir” Space and Acts of “Breaking Through” in Tang

Dynasty Romantic Fiction
. ¥
Wu Meng-x1u

Abstract

This paper concentrate on Tang dynasty chuangi (romantic fiction FFHEET)
and aims to explore the spatial metaphor and narrative significance of the
“boudoir” (guige) as a recurring theme. In Tang chuangi (especially romantic
stories), the depiction of boudoirs, character actions, and plot development
often exhibit striking similarities. The “boudoir” is not only a narrative
backdrop, but also a symbol of physical barriers and etiquette boundaries.
Owing to the social constraints of women being confined within the boudoir,
intimate relationships between women and men are often hindered by this
spatial limitation, leading to acts of spatial transgression. This spatial setting
propels character action and drives plot progress, highlighting the narrative
function of the boudoir.

This study will be into four sections. The first section focuses on recurring
character actions and plotlines across different texts, aiming to outline a general

narrative structure common to various romantic chuangi. The second section

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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examines the construction of the female boudoir as a space governed by ritual
and propriety, as well as the mediating objects found within this space. This
section also analyzes how different mediating elements influence narrative
variations, including character actions, character portrayals, and implicit
meanings. The third section discusses how female characters confined within
boudoirs navigate or transform these spatial limitations using poetry, gestures,
and intermediary figures. The final section returns to the cultural context of the
Tang dynasty, attempting to interpret how the depiction of boudoirs and
transgressive actions in chuangi reflect or challenge gender awareness in the
era in which they were written. In sum, this article aims to deepen our
understanding of the significance of gender, space, action and plot in Tang

dynasty chuangi.

Keywords: 7Tang Chuangi, romantic story, boudoir, breaking through, narrative

function
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