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A Loyalist’s Gaze:

An Exploration of the Heavenly Master’s Representation and
Daoist Commentary in Liu Chenweng’s Muzhiming for the
36th Heavenly Master

. *
Lai Yun-chuen

Abstract

Zhang Zongyan 5E558 (A.D. 1244-1291), the 36th Heavenly Master K
Hfi of the Zhengyi lineage 1F— )k at Longhushan HEFZLl] in Jiangxi, was
instrumental in elevating Longhushan’s status under Yuan rule. While most
historical narratives underscore his close ties with the Yuan court, the earliest
surviving source — “Sihan Sanshiliu Dai Tianshi Jianzhai Zhang Zhenren
Muzhiming” i % =+ NAACKAT & 7 R E A& 56 #8  (“Muzhiming for
Master Zhang Zongyan, the Thirty-Sixth Heavenly Master in the Daoist
Lineage of Han Succession”) by Liu Chenweng 21| 45— presents a contrasting
view yet has been largely overlooked. This article investigates the cultural
significance of Liu’s muzhiming % 5E$% (gravesite memorial inscription),
illustrating how his text, deliberately or otherwise, conveys a loyalist &%
outlook shaped by the fall of the Song dynasty. This article’s discussion begins
by exploring why Longhushan entrusted Liu Chenweng, a noted Song loyalist,

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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with composing this muzhiming. I argue that, beyond personal connections, the
commission arose from the monastery’s engagement with Jiangxi literati
networks. Subsequently, I compare Liu’s depiction of Zhang Zongyan with
mainstream histories, which predominantly focus on Zhang’s rapport with the
Yuan court. A close reading of the muzhiming then reveals Liu’s nuanced
stance: he highlights latent friction between Longhushan and the Yuan
authorities, symbolically portrays the mountain as a refuge for Song loyalists,
and subtly aligns the sect’s legacy with “Han” civilization. Liu’s commentary
on Daoism likewise reflects the psychological and cultural predicament of the
loyalist seeking spiritual solace after dynastic collapse. Through this analysis,
the muzhiming emerges as a valuable text that reflects Liu Chenweng’s loyalist
consciousness and offers an alternative perspective on the evolving interplay

between political power and religious authority in the early Yuan period.

Keywords: Muzhiming, Zhang Zongyan, Zhengyi Daoism, Heavenly Master,
Liu Chenweng, loyalist
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