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The Hermeticism of the Japanese

Buddhist Monk Gensei

Fang Pin-fu’

Abstract

The thesis focuses on the Japanese Buddhist monk Gensei’s (JTEL, 1623-
1668) Biographies of Japanese Hermits (1% Z=[Z3% () based on the perspective
of Sino-Japanese cultural exchange. Gensei was a monk who lived in the early
Edo period (1603-1868) and became famous for his strict discipline and
profound literary talent. This book, which was published in three volumes in

1664, included seventy-five stories about hermits written in Chinese.
Comparing Gensei’s work with the Confucian scholar Hayashi Sei’s (£
1%, 1624-1661) The History of Hermits in Great Japan (A5A#%52), T discuss
the differences between the two writers’ hermit biographies, and explore what
roles Chinese and Japanese classical texts played in the writing of these books.
I thereupon focus on occurrences that took place after the publication of
Biographies of Japanese Hermits, examining how Gensei’s promoted his book,
and how he extended his “invitation to seclusion” (¥4[Z) to his Japanese and

even Chinese friends.

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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This thesis finds that Gensei primarily wrote his book as a part of his
Buddhist practice while living in seclusion, and that he fashioned himself as

model of hermeticism for future generations.

Keywords: Edo period, Gensei, seclusion, Biographies of Japanese Hermits,

Hayashi Sei, The History of Hermits in Great Japan
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