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Research into the Genealogy of Ancient
Prose in the Song Dynasty in the Si Ku

Quan Shu Zong Mu

With a Focus on the Lineage of Ouyang Xiu
Li He-zhen"

Abstract

The Si Ku Quan Shu Zong Mu ({VUE2E4H )) is an official
bibliographic work, serving the function of “distinguishing academic
achievements and examining the origins.” Close examination shows that the
Zong Mu ofters profound insights into the development of Chinese literature.
However, due to its being fundamentally a library catalogue, the insights
offered by this text are relatively fragmentary and not always obvious, and the
task of comprehensively organizing the history of literature contained within
the Zong Mu thus falls to later scholars.

Upon reviewing and analyzing the “Ti Yao” (( #£2% )) texts, itis apparent
that the Zong Mu centers on Ouyang Xiu (EXf5{& 1007-1072) as the focal

point of the genealogy of ancient prose in the Song dynasty. It emphasizes

* M.A. student, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Ouyang Xiu’s connection with Han Yu (§&#y 768-824) and Liu Zongyuan
(MIETT 773-819 ) of the Tang Dynasty, thereby establishing the existence
of a classical lineage spanning the Tang and Song dynasties. However, beyond
this lineage, various other literary figures also feature prominently in the Zong
Mu, contributing to the Song dynasty’s flourishing ancient prose literary scene.
This paper aims to interpret and organize the Zong Mu’s scattered remarks
concerning the historical evolution of prose literature in each “Ti Yao” section.
With Ouyang Xiu as the central figure, it discusses the predecessors,
contemporaries, and successors in the field of ancient prose, thus constructing

a Song dynasty literary genealogy specific to the Zong Mu.

Keywords: Si Ku Quan Shu Zong Mu, Ancient Prose, Genealogy, Ouyang Xiu,
Literary history
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