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The Evolution of the Concept of “Ba”
(Hegemon) within the Pre-Qin Confucian

Context

From Zuo Zhuan to Xunzi

Chong Ka Wing"

Abstract

“Wang-Ba” (1-%5) has always been one of the core issues in Confucianism.
However, discussions on “Wang-Ba” in the academia have mostly proceeded
from the perspective of Mencius, which work honors the “Wang”(King) and
suppresses the “Ba”(Hegemon), and have placed “Wang” at the center of the
discussion. In fact, pre-Qin texts provide diverse descriptions of “Ba”, and the
connotations of “Ba” is not limited to the definition found in Mencius. This
article traces the evolution of “Ba” within the pre-Qin Confucian context by
analyzing the relevant content in Zuo Zhuan, Guo Yu, Mencius, Xunzi, and

Guanzi. It also examines the distinct significations of two syntactical

" M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University
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arrangements of “Wang” and “Ba” as compound terms (i.e., “Wang-Ba” and
“Ba-Wang”) within classical texts. This article finds that “Ba” is originally an
ideal state of rule in Zuo Zhuan and Guo Yu, with main connotations “De”
(Virtue) and “Li” (Ritual). However, “Ba” transformed into a secondary
political theory in subsequent Confucian discourses. Guanzi, on one hand,
inherits the positive attitude toward “Ba” from Zuo Zhuan and points out that
“Ba” and “Wang” are two concepts sharing the same foundation. On the other
hand, it attempts to combine the two into “Ba-Wang” as a term for the supreme

ideal ruler.

Keywords: Ba(Hegemon), Wang(King), Ba-Wang, Wang-Ba, pre-Qin political
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