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Blossoms Fill the Eyes:

A Garden of Multifarious Emotions in Meng Chengshun's

Jiaohong ji

Cheng Shin”

Abstract

Meng Chengshun's Jiaohong ji, renowned for its delicate and moving
portrayal of emotions, hold a special place among romantic Ming “chuanqi”
dramas. Although previous studies on Jiaohong ji were abundant, the dynamic
relationship between “yuanlin” (garden) and characters has received little
scholarly attention. This article enriches understandings of Jiaohong ji’s
innovations in dramatic representation of the garden and the multiplicity of
character portrayals from the perspective of spatial writing. Gardens has long
been a crucial setting in romantic dramas. This article argues that Meng,
inheriting from the classic works Xixiang ji and Mudan ting, further innovates
upon this tradition by constructing a garden space that embodies multifaceted
and multilayered emotional memories. This article thus proceeds from the two
following perspectives. First, it examines the garden and courtyard as spaces in
which the young couple's love matures. As their memories accumulate in the

garden and their relationship deepens, the changing seasons evoke different

" M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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emotions under shifting circumstances. Therefore, this garden becomes a site
that memorizes their genuine affection. Second, it analyzes the garden in the
view of secondary figures, such as Feihong and the female ghost, showing how
Meng stages divergent emotions in this garden and even draws out voices
against the protagonists. Through the analysis, this paper suggests that Meng,
drawing upon his own experiences with gardens, deliberately cultivates
genuine sentiments and memories in this space, enabling the garden in
Jiaohong ji to transcend earlier works and to become the locus embedded

multifarious emotions, as rich as a profusion of blossoms.

Keywords: Meng Chengshun, Jiaohong ji, garden space, spatial writing
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