ek 2 = .
RS - GHRL ¢ FYEE

232 gbisdg (1938-1946) T EWRE v G"

BRod AR

AR EEARRE B)/DIRFI (1938-1946 ) E RS AR S m)  SREAMANILLT 5
YOI SETEC )~ (THRESL) B (HIVE) [BIFEGTEEES - #E LA SRR S BT E
{5 W E AT THISEI5 - ASCREAYE | ERFREATERFE L ? HAuks

AL 114.02.14 ks > 114.07.16 ZFE I o

t AR SRS EIR T BRSO | SRR BRI - 1 TER
PO (PECCENTIE) NS L HEmCERE ) FEHE - SEREET > K
FKIRBPEEAEE > NEHEBRNBMEEIR e EYEE N NEG SR AN ES
DISesE - REIEEGE - AN > PR HERG THIER Nl - RSB R  IG m e
RS > R OFEGH - EAS EAUR R > ERANE SRS B EAGEE(L
TEHEES > TR SR -

I AVE- 2 VN LTI T e

DOI:10.29419/SICL.202507_(60).0007



314 OB 38 OB osE BN M

B TERER R S 7 AR 3 R R SRR AN eI T AE S~ GGESE) RO (B
) thorlaeE ? =& 2 A M PAE R R RS 7

1 H BB R o S B R U T R R B I B TR
AR BT draR A (I - B SR (R EC AR FRE sy R 52
BUTARIIRARRIER - SRR S A EER - A\ MEE > R A FRAUR R 2 17
R BEEAHY TR T

TR B (RESL) o MBI SURCIBRIR ~ HEHIE AR o MESR

B DUSEERS - sZ R DU IBUSRAL - B RBIZRE AR LI T - R
SRERAIE T HYBHRELE PR R - FE NS WP
FEE SN DaRR B B A A - (RN - i 1R Sl 2 i s SR E A f5

G [ ) R B RIS TR B PRORHS -

TR - ASCEM TEFE L e BEETERERAE (AVE) TUMREER G
BUEFACEC SR ~ SCBI R [BIFEFR BT o 1 DURE S Ry iLEeE - M3 T B0 S AT T RERE |
AYSCEREAT ~ (R ) RS - BREFIEY - REHEGREHI SR - e
TR DLy TRV R - ERFRAYH ORISR eI T A
RS BRSO T o B Y o B R U] i R R Sk R
R R am i NS F BRI R R RS -

RASER : £58 R~ gk Ll (THHEL) (aDE)  BEia



A Historical Turn in Tai Ching-nung’s
Writings during the Baisha Period (1938

1946)

ZHENG Shuk-yung®

Abstract

This article examines the historical turn in Tai Ching-nung’s writings
during the Baisha period (1938-1946). It explains how he responds to the
wartime situation through “Baisha Dushi Zhaji” ( " 5 /DEE S B0EC | ), The
Demise of the Ming, and Baisha Cao (or The Draft of Baisha) ( { H/VE) ),
reflecting on the relationship between history and reality and reconstructing the
cultural position of Chinese intellectuals. With the outbreak of the Second Sino-
Japanese War, historical writing became a crucial means for awakening
national consciousness and criticising political conditions. Tai’s position at the
National Institute for Compilation and Translation granted him access to

extensive historical materials, which facilitated his shift toward historical

" M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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writing. Grounded in the belief that history repeats itself and human nature
remains persistent, his deeply tragic historiography prevents history from being
simply regarded as a mirror for self-examination.

Through "Baisha Dushi Zhaji" and The Demise of the Ming, Tai offered a
historical critique of the wartime situation. He used the Southern Ming's
factional strife as an allegory for contemporary political disorder. Highlighting
the moral dilemmas of intellectuals, he directly condemned opportunists and
traitors like Wang Jingwei and Zhou Zuoren, while he satirized their hypocrisy
through the historical figure of Qian Qianyi. His parallel to the Eastern Han's
"Disaster of the Partisan Prohibitions" ( E 7 %% ) further revealed the
strategy of seclusion as a means of self-preservation among intellectuals.

Drawing on the concept of Shishi (5F52), this article analyses how Tai
uses classical poetry in Baisha Cao to record, reflect on, and respond to the
wartime reality. Taking Du Fu as a paradigm and drawing on the literary motifs
of darkness and sleepless nights, imagery and allusions from Chu Ci ( {ZEg¥) ),
and the poetic tradition of Ming loyalists (yimin), Tai expresses sorrow over
national catastrophe, anxiety about the decline of the times, and the profound
sense of powerlessness felt by intellectuals. Tai’s Baisha-period writings not
only reveal his personal intellectual and literary transformation but also
illuminate the way Chinese intellectuals contemplated national destiny and
individual choices through historical writing, seeking a path forward during a

time of darkness.
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